
 

August 2013 

Dear Skaters and Parents,  

Welcome to the start of the 2013/2014 skating season at Minto! We look forward to the return of our 

current members, and welcoming many new faces. This will be a very exciting year as we move 

forward with new initiatives and offerings for skaters of all levels. 

Minto continues to offer well-rounded freeskate and dance programs, including stroking, spins, and 

edge-turns-dance sessions, as well as off-ice classes. Changes have been made to this year’s schedule 

as we aim to optimize ice usage and offer some varying options. Stay tuned for information sessions 

as we look towards implementation of Skate Canada’s Long Term Athlete Development Program 

(LTAD). LTAD identifies the general and sport specific skills, as well as on-ice and off-ice training, 

which are the focus through the various stages of a skater’s development. We are also excited to be 

fully implementing Skate Canada’s updated CanSkate Program.  CanSkate is the foundation of a strong 

club, and we are happy to have increased the number of CanSkate sessions over the last few years.  

Our StarSkate and Competitive skaters have been training hard over the summer, with many 

competing at our annual Minto Summer Skate Invitational Competition. A huge thanks to all who 

volunteered to help make this event a success!  Our skaters have more competitions over the 

summer and fall, with qualifying events beginning in November. The 2014 Canadian Tire National 

Figure Skating Championship is being held in Ottawa this January, a great opportunity to see Canada’s 

best skaters. This is the 100th anniversary of the competition, which began in 1914 at the Minto 

Skating Club.  

This year also marks another important milestone for Minto, watch for details on our 110th 

Anniversary Ice Show taking place on April 12th!  This will be an important fundraiser for our Club 

and we look forward to our members coming together to make this event a huge success. I encourage 

you to get involved in the Club, whether it’s as part of the Board or a Committee, or by volunteering 

at Minto Skate, Club Days, ice shows, or other club events. The Executive Committee has issued a 

letter with the Fall/Winter registrations forms explaining that ice costs and reduced numbers in some 

programs have resulted in an increase in fees, but please note our fees have remained competitive 

with clubs in the area. Any money raised through fundraising directly impacts the fees our members 

pay. There are lots of opportunities to help, and any time you can offer is greatly appreciated. 

Feedback and comments are always welcome; please feel free to contact me. See you at the rink, and 

I hope you will attend the Annual General meeting in October.  

Sincerely,  

Darryl VanLuven 

Skating Coordinator, Minto Skating Club 

darryl.vanluven@mintoskatingclub.com 


